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The	  Na/onal	  Flood	  Insurance	  
Program	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www.wetlandswatch.org 
Flood	  Insurance	  Reform	  
•  Purpose:	  Financial	  stability	  for	  NFIP	  
•  Creates	  Reserve	  Fund	  
•  Gradually	  phases	  out	  subsidies	  
•  Greatest	  impacts	  on	  older,	  high-­‐risk	  proper/es	  
(subsidized	  proper/es	  in	  Special	  Flood	  Hazard	  
Area)	  
•  Allows	  NFIP	  to	  use	  sea	  level	  rise	  in	  mapping	  
 
Community Rating System 
www.wetlandswatch.org 
Grimm-­‐Waters	  Act	  
•  15%	  average	  annual	  increase	  for	  subsidized	  
primary	  homeowners,	  plus	  a	  $25	  annual	  
surcharge	  for	  all	  primary	  homeowners	  
•  25%	  annual	  increase	  for	  subsidized	  secondary	  
homeowners	  and	  businesses,	  plus	  a	  $250	  
annual	  surcharge	  
•  25%	  annual	  increase	  for	  subsidized	  substan/ally	  
damaged/improved,	  SRL,	  claims	  exceed	  value	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Grimm-­‐Waters	  Act	  
•  Zone	  changes	  will	  trigger	  rate	  increases	  for	  
proper/es	  that	  would	  have	  otherwise	  been	  
grandfathered	  
•  Property	  sales	  trigger	  and	  new	  policy	  trigger	  
removed;	  refunds	  available	  
•  FEMA	  must	  alert	  policyholders	  to	  true	  risk	  
•  www.wetlandswatch.org/WetlandScience/
SeaLevelRise/FloodInsurance/BW12Guide.aspx	  	  
à	  summary	  of	  reforms	  and	  policyholder	  guide	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Source:	  h^p://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?useExis/ng=1	  	  
SFHAs	  in	  Hampton	  Roads	  
See	  the	  Wetlands	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Community	  Ra/ng	  System	  (CRS)	  
•  NFIP	  program	  offers	  discounts	  on	  flood	  
insurance	  to	  reward	  good	  floodplain	  
management	  within	  a	  community	  
•  Various	  ac/vi/es	  to	  improve	  floodplain	  
management	  and	  public	  awareness,	  earn	  credit	  
•  Administered	  by	  “community”	  =	  government	  
division	  with	  land	  use	  authority	  
•  Resource	  and	  /me	  investment	  for	  communi/es	  
 
Community Rating System 
www.wetlandswatch.org 
Goals	  of	  the	  CRS	  
•  Reduce	  flood	  damage	  to	  insurable	  property	  
•  Strengthen	  and	  support	  the	  insurance	  aspects	  
of	  the	  NFIP	  
•  Encourage	  a	  comprehensive	  approach	  to	  
floodplain	  management	  
 
Community Rating System 
www.wetlandswatch.org 
CRS	  Coordinator’s	  Manual	  
•  Guide	  to	  basic	  structure,	  
applying,	  par/cipa/ng,	  
earning	  credit	  
•  Updated	  May	  2013,	  
Effec/ve	  un/l	  2016	  
•  600+	  pages	  
•  Website:	  crsresources.org	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www.wetlandswatch.org 
CRS	  Ac/vity	  Examples	  
•  Public	  Informa/on	  
– Eleva/on	  cer/ficates,	  outreach,	  hazard	  disclosure	  
•  Mapping	  and	  Regula/ons	  
– Open	  space	  preserva/on,	  stormwater	  management	  
•  Flood	  Damage	  Reduc/on	  
– Acquisi/on/reloca/on,	  floodplain	  management	  
planning	  
•  Warning	  and	  Response	  
– Flood	  warning	  and	  response,	  dams,	  levees	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www.wetlandswatch.org 
CRS	  Ra/ng	  Table	  
Class	   Points	   Premium	  Reduc3on	  
1	   4500+	   45%	  
2	   4000-­‐4499	   40%	  
3	   3500-­‐3999	   35%	  
4	   3000-­‐3499	   30%	  
5	   2500-­‐2999	   25%	  
6	   2000-­‐2499	   20%	  
7	   1500-­‐1999	   15%	  
8	   1000-­‐1499	   10%	  
9	   500-­‐999	   5%	  
10	   0-­‐499	   0%	  
NOTE:	  500	  points	  are	  necessary	  to	  improve	  by	  1	  class	  ra/ng	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Minimum	  Requirements	  
•  500	  credit	  points	  
•  Regular	  (not	  Emergency)	  Phase	  of	  NFIP	  for	  1	  year	  
•  Full	  compliance	  with	  minimum	  NFIP	  requirements	  
•  Maintain	  eleva/on	  cer/ficates	  (new	  construc/on)	  
•  Meet	  repe//ve	  loss	  criteria:	  info	  gathering,	  
outreach,	  mi/ga/on	  plan	  
•  Flood	  insurance	  for	  community-­‐owned	  property	  
•  Show	  LiMWA	  line	  on	  new	  FIRMs	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www.wetlandswatch.org 
Virginia	  and	  the	  CRS	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CRS	  Par/cipa/on	  in	  Virginia	  
Source:	  h^p://crsresources.org/files/200/state-­‐profiles/va-­‐state_profile.pdf	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www.wetlandswatch.org 
CRS	  Par/cipa/on	  in	  Virginia	  
Source:	  Federal	  Emergency	  Management	  Agency	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CRS	  Par/cipa/on	  in	  Virginia	  
•  22	  par/cipa/ng	  VA	  communi/es	  
•  New	  applicants:	  Isle	  of	  Wight	  and	  City	  of	  
Chesapeake	  
•  Class	  5:	  City	  of	  Alexandria	  
•  In	  2013,	  55,000	  policyholders	  in	  VA	  saved	  
nearly	  $3	  million	  in	  premium	  costs	  
•  Uniform	  Minimum	  Credit	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Sea	  Level	  Rise/Flooding	  
Adapta/on	  Ac/vity	  Examples	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CRS	  and	  Sea	  Level	  Rise	  
•  SLR	  provisions	  included	  in	  manual	  for	  first	  /me	  
•  925	  points	  available	  as	  part	  of	  other	  ac/vi/es	  
•  No	  one	  has	  done	  this	  yet	  à	  opportunity	  to	  be	  
a	  na/onal	  leader	  
•  Credit	  for:	  
– Real	  estate	  disclosure	  of	  flooding/SLR	  
– Watershed	  master	  plan	  including	  SLR	  
– Flood	  hazard	  assessment	  including	  future	  changes	  
caused	  by	  SLR	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CRS	  and	  Sea	  Level	  Rise:	  Mapping	  
•  Create/use	  maps	  showing	  SLR	  projec/on	  +	  surge	  
– Mean	  or	  Maximum	  projec/on	  out	  to	  2100+	  
– Parcels	  iden/fiable/searchable	  by	  street	  address	  
– Adopt	  and	  regulate	  to	  projec/ons	  in	  ordinance	  OR	  
provide	  to	  public	  
•  More	  credit:	  
–  Include	  500-­‐year-­‐flood	  
– Use	  be^er	  topographic	  data	  
•  Recurrent	  Flooding	  Study	  approved	  as	  source	  
 
Community Rating System 
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Ac/vi/es	  that	  Earn	  the	  Most	  Credit	  
•  Open	  space	  preserva/on	  (2,020	  points)	  
•  Higher	  regulatory	  standards	  (2,042	  points)	  
•  Acquisi/on	  and	  reloca/on	  (2,250	  points)	  
•  Each	  ac/vity:	  4+	  classes,	  20%	  premium	  discount	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CRS	  and	  Open	  Space	  
•  Emphasis	  on	  value	  of	  natural	  floodplain	  func/ons	  
•  Credit	  for	  land	  preserved	  in	  natural	  state,	  
restored	  to	  pre-­‐development	  natural	  state,	  or	  
designated	  as	  worthy	  of	  
	  	  	  	  preserva/on	  for	  natural	  
	  	  	  	  benefits,	  such	  as	  habitat	  
	  	  	  	  conserva/on	  plan	  
•  Beaches,	  ball	  fields,	  golf	  
•  Special	  Flood	  Hazard	  Area	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CRS	  and	  Higher	  Regulatory	  Standards	  
•  Protect	  exis/ng	  and	  future	  development	  and	  
natural	  floodplain	  func/ons	  




•  Regula/ons	  must	  be	  adopted	  
	  in	  floodplain	  ordinance	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CRS	  and	  Acquisi/on/Reloca/on	  
•  Credit	  available	  for	  removing	  insurable	  buildings	  
from	  the	  floodplain	  –	  reloca/ng	  or	  razing	  
•  Emphasis	  on	  value	  of	  natural	  floodplain	  func/ons	  
•  Addi/onal	  credit	  for	  
	  repe//ve	  loss/SRL,	  
	  cri/cal	  facili/es	  
•  Opened	  lands	  must	  	  
	  qualify	  for	  open	  space	  
	  preserva/on;	  get	  CRS	  
	  credit	  for	  both	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Moving	  Ahead	  
www.wetlandswatch.org 
What	  We	  are	  Doing	  with	  the	  CRS	  
•  Partnership	  with	  VIMS	  &	  VCPC	  (W&M	  Law	  School)	  
•  VCPC	  working	  with	  DCR	  to	  ensure	  floodplain	  
ordinances	  conform	  with	  FEMA	  regs,	  students	  
producing	  white	  papers	  for	  ra/ng	  improvements	  
•  VIMS	  surveying	  locali/es	  about	  CRS	  par/cipa/on;	  
coastal	  resource	  management	  guidance;	  mapping	  
•  WW	  pusng	  together	  specifics	  on	  ac/ons	  locali/es	  
can	  take	  to	  earn	  credit	  including	  overlaps	  between	  
CRS	  and	  other	  programs;	  outreach	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www.wetlandswatch.org 
Training	  Resources	  
•  Web	  training:	  h^p://crsresources.org/training/	  




•  Self-­‐guided	  (Manual	  review):	  
h^p://crsresources.org/manual/	  
•  FEMA	  Region	  3	  CRS	  Coordinator:	  Mari	  Radford,	  
mari.radford@fema.dhs.gov	  	  
	    
Community Rating System 
www.wetlandswatch.org 
Interac/ve	  Discussion	  
•  Ques/ons	  or	  feedback	  for	  Shannon:	  is	  there	  
anything	  you	  would	  like	  us	  to	  include	  in	  our	  
research?	  
•  Experiences	  from	  CRS	  locali/es	  
– What	  is	  the	  applica/on	  process	  like?	  
– What	  ac/vi/es	  work	  best/are	  most	  difficult	  for	  you?	  
– Do	  you	  plan	  to	  improve	  your	  CRS	  ra/ng	  soon?	  How	  
and	  why?	  
•  Ques/ons	  for	  CRS	  locali/es	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